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Lauterbach and Mr. Lamar to take the matter up with me, but without success.1
After trying first to bribe Mr. Harriman by offering him a share in the profits of the speculation, and then to intimidate him by threatening legal proceedings which would cause serious "trouble," if not "disaster," Mr. Keene and his associates, in the spring of 1903, began a suit in the United States Circuit Court at Nashville for the purpose of getting an injunction which would prevent the Union Pacific Company- from voting its Southern Pacific shares at the annual meeting of Southern Pacific stockholders to be held at Beechmont, Kentucky, in April of that year. Senator Foraker, of Ohio, who acted as counsel for the Keene pool, was very confident of success, and is said to have declared that if he did not win the suit he would abandon his profession; but the result showed that he was over-sanguine. When the case came to trial, Evarts, of New York, and Maxwell, of Cincinnati, who represented the Pacific roads, argued that the court had no jurisdiction, and as the court itself was of that opinion, the application for an injunction was denied. This practically ended the litigation, because on the very next day after the court rendered its decision the annual meet-
1 Affidavit of E. H. Harriman in the suit of Talbot J. Taylor & Co, against the Southern Pacific and Union Pacific Companies.